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INTRODUCTION 

The Swedish Shale Oil Company, with their plant located in Narkes 
Kvarntorp, Sweden, is the only company mining the Swedish oil shale for 
production of power, oil and gas. 

The plant has been described in more detail in previous reports [1,2]. 
This paper is concerned more or less to give a comparison of the results 
attained with the different pyrolysis methods, in connection with a short 
presentation of the processes. 

The company was founded during the second world war and production 
started in April 1942. When the project was planned, no one had any idea 
which pyrolysis method would be the most suitable for Swedish oil shale. 
Therefore, from the very start of plant design three different retort methods 
were included for pyrolysis of oil shale. Later on, a method was added for 
pyrolysis of the oil shale »in situ«. Since the start the plant has been con- 
tinuously at work for more than 14 years. During this time better methods 
have been developed and practical experience acquired. A technical and eco- 
nomical comparison between the different methods, on the present engi- 
neering standpoint, may therefore be justified. 



RAW MATERIAL 

The richest Swedish oil shale is situated in the Province of Narke and 

originates from late-cambrian period. These deposits are divided into two 

areas and constitute a total quantity of 1,700 million metric tons. The 
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